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Photo exhibition by
Naoyuki Ogino
“SHIRASU - Approaching
KYOTO Singularity -~

Since the relocation of Heian-kyo, 1220 years
ago, (perhaps even before then,) this area has
continuously supported dense populations.
Among these were the people who inscribed
their names in history, as well as the unimag-
inable, countless and fortunate people, who
could escape staining their names on history.
Still even the passage of time couldn’t oblite-
rate completely the traces of their lives. On the
contrary, the lingering sound of their breath
seems to be dwelling, haunting, all around in the
layers of invisible space. The effect is a singu-
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larity of space and time. Different and diverse
phases piled up here and there, and countless
lives, people and their gods, gnomes, hermits
and hobgoblins, even avatars of the Buddha, all
throne into the tangle within our time/all time.
How can we play with them here and now?
Migrating to Kyoto and walking around, | sensed
the emergence of that singularity, extruded
from the boundaries and pales of Kyoto. All of
this gives one the feeling of a draft overtaking
him from behind, through the cracks in the old
houses.

In Kyoto, all the periods from Heian to Kam-
akura, Muromachi, Edo, Meiji, Taisho, Showa,
and Heisei are a mix, chaotic though near. The
boundaries dissolve and the pales are set adrift
as if lurking, all around.

KYOTOGRAPHIE, the international photogra-
phy festival, was created last year in this old
capital and now celebrates its’ 2™ year. The
name KYOTOGRAPHIE is twisted from the
French word “PHOTOGRAPHIE” which means
photograph under etymology of “light +draw”
added to the name of this ancient capitol. Taken
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together, it means “Kyoto +light drawing, ety-
mologically speaking.

KYOTOGRAPHIE is trying to GRAPH a new
KYOTO. In this Kyoto, space is populated not
only with human history, but also with the lives
of our gods, gnomes, hermits, hobgoblins, and
avatars. In these spaces the moment is thick
with the breath of all time.

The venues for KYOTOGRAPHIE are the bound-
aries of the theater of our lives. They are like
the Shirasu at the Noh theater (the white sand
bar set on the boundaries between stage and
audience, reflecting light onto the stage). The
KG staff prepares each site, placing the photo-
graphs carefully, and their work is as if rolling out
the Shirasu.

So with the photography in place, a discourse
of the most cosmopolitan sort begins. All the
moments and all the beings of this city, all
the moments and all the beings of the images
brought here, begin speaking in new voices,
addressing and being addressed in our place,
our time and in these worlds.
http://naoyukiogino.jp/



